AFTER  MOTHER  INDIA

Kangra was between 14 and 16 in all classes,'1 And
Dr. Tarabai, L.C.P.S., L.M., recently in charge of a
maternity home in Karachi, in reply to a direct ques-
tionfrom a member of the Age of Consent Committee,
said": 'Local girls generally attain their age at 13
and some of the Punjabi girls attain their age at 15.'*
A lady doctor of standing gave evidence in Lahore. In
the Punjab/ she said, * girls attained puberty between
the ages of 13 and 14 generally and in a few cases be-
tween 12 and 13.'3 Again, at Lahore, Sardar Mangal
Singh, an Akali-Sikh leader, is thus reported: The
age of puberty among Sikh Jats was about 15, it was
lower in the case of city girls.1*

These opinions are difficult to reconcile with, for
instance, that of the one-time Christian missionary, Mr,
C. F, Andrews, who affirms in his reply to Mother
India : "Womanhood, in a tropical climate like India,
begins at least three years earlier than in a cold climate
such as England/6 Or even that of A Son of Mother
India Answers :*.... fourteen in the tropics would
make a person as mature as seventeen in New
York.''

Other Indians, both by organisations and as indi-
viduals, believe a lower age prevails. The Marwari
Association in Calcutta, for example, claims : 'Indian
girls generally attain puberty between n and 12
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